Palliative care. The nurse's role in helping families through the transition of "fading away".
Oncology nurses are finding themselves increasingly involved in providing palliative care. A foundational tenet of palliative care is that the entire family, not just the patient, is the unit of care. Although nursing literature on care of the family is growing, nursing approaches tend to be described in general terms. A recent study of families caring for a member with advanced cancer generated a theoretic scheme which indicated that the families' experience could be conceptualized as a transition: the transition of fading away. This theoretic scheme served as the foundation for identifying nursing approaches which could be helpful to families engaged in the transition. This paper expands on the nursing approaches so that nurses may be better prepared to help families through the transition of fading away.